Chair’s Report: Growers of Organic Food Yukon-Canadian Organic Growers 2006

This year was a very busy one for GoOFY and the Chair’s report will itemize and describe briefly all of the activities of the group in 2006.

GoOFy-sponsored projects:

· Legume Culture Study

Coordinated by Brian Lendrum

Technician – Karen Digby

Participating farms – Wild Blue Yonder (Tagish area), M’Clintock Valley, Aurora Mountain, Lendrum and Ross, (all Whitehorse area), Dowdell – (Dawson City area)

Funding from ACAAF

This was the second year of the study.  Partridge Creek Farm dropped out and was replaced by Lendrum and Ross in 2006.  Soil samples taken at the plots in the fall of 2005 were sent to Kinsey Labs and the recommended amendments were applied to the original four farm plots in 2006.  Amendments were applied at two different times during the season and because of the late application, no soil samples were taken in 2006. There was a lot of reseeding of the plots this year as there was a lot of winter kill in 2005-2006.  Top growth was noted and sampled and root samples were taken this season. Matt Ball of the Agriculture Branch, Yukon government advised the technician on methods used to describe and sample the growth.  The technician made three visits to each plot. The plots were also fenced to protect them from animals.

The interim report is attached to this report.  The final report will be submitted in December 2006.

· Food From the Yukon, For the Yukon

Coordinated by Ruth Lera

Funding from the Canada Yukon Transition Fund

Project description (from the final report).  “The Food From the Yukon, for the Yukon” project was designed to educate children, youth and adults about local foods and the food system overall in a fun and creative manner.  The overall goal of the program was to work towards facilitating an ongoing discussion within our community about the promotion and consumption of local foods.  There were three ways this project met this goal.  By presenting two programs in the school-age daycare education project, coordinating a Kid’s Day at the Fireweed Community Market and conducting a variety of youth programming events throughout Whitehorse.”

The final report is attached to this report, along with its addenda

Ball Mill Project: The production of rock powders using locally- sourced gravels

Project coordinators:  Joanne J Johnson and Garret Gillespie

Funding from APF Canada Yukon

Assistance from Government of Yukon Agriculture Branch

The ball mill was shipped to Wild Blue Yonder Farm near Tagish in the spring of 2006.  Its operation was delayed by technical difficulties.  Several samples of rock were assayed and will be processed in the 2007 season.

· Projects that GoOFY supported with letters and participation

Bubble Greenhouse Research

Coordinators  Andy and Ruth Lera

Fireweed Community Market and “Celebrate Yukon Food” cookbook

Lorne Mountain Community Association Pavilion and Wildwood Festival

Claire Desmarais - Organic Livestock Certification 

BANTERMINATOR ACTION spearheaded by Canadian Biotechnology Action Network  Coordinated by Tom Rudge and Heidi Marion

Terra Madre 2006 Turin, Italy  (Yukon participation organized by Tom Rudge and Shiela Alexandrovich)

· Participation by GoOFY members on related committees and boards

APF industry committee – Shiela Alexandrovich

Fireweed Community Market – Simone Rudge, Joan Norberg

APF projects committee – Joanne J Johnson

Yukon Agricultural Association – Tom Rudge

Slow Food Whitehorse Convivium – Tom Rudge

Canadian Biotechnology Action Network – Joan Norberg, Tom Rudge

Food Security Canada – Joan Norberg

Canadian Organic Regulatory Council – Claire Desmarais

Canadian Organic Growers REP – Brian Lendrum

· Meetings and courses attended by GoOFY members

COABC AGM, BC – Heidi Marion and Garret Gillespie

SoilFoodWeb workshop, Edmonton – Joanne J Johnson

Circumpolar Ag Conference Planning Meeting in Hay River- Tom Rudge

Food Security Canada Conference, Vancouver – Tom Rudge, Joan Norberg, Garret Gillespie

CBAN and GE Free BC Coalition, Vancouver – Tom Rudge

Agriculture and Agrifoods Canada Science and Innovation Consult, Whitehorse -  Tom  Rudge, Garret Gillespie, Joanne J Johnson

Terra Madre, Turin, Italy – Shiela Alexandrovich, Joanne J Johnson

Test Kitchen Research Trip, Portage la Prairie, Manitoba – Simone Rudge

Genesis Software Training – Simone Rudge, Joan Norberg, Susan Ross

Special thanks to two very hard working GoOFers, Susan Ross and Alan Norberg, who are always there to do what has to be done.

Congratulations to Tom and Simone Rudge for being awarded Yukon “Farmers of the Year”!!! 

This year we engaged in a lot of advocacy, education and marketing, as well as growing and eating good food. Thanks to everyone in GoOFY for helping make 2006 such a productive and interesting year.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne J Johnson
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